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UM PROFESSOR WRITES
BOOK ON MARX, ENGELS

MISSOULA-A book dealing with the early lives of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the founders of
world communism, has been written Dr. Oscar J. Hammen, a professor of history at the
University of Montana.
Entitled "The Red '48ers--Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels "

(428 pages, $8.95), the

book is being translated into German for release by the Akademische Verlagsamstalt, Graz,
Austria.

The book was published in New York City by Charles Scribner's Sons and that

firm released rights to the publication for the German translation.
Rather than analyze the theories of the founders of world communism, Dr. Hammen, 62,
successfully attempts to examine the constant efforts of Marx and Engles to personally
involve themselves with revolution.
"In the book I have strived to follow the careers of the founders of world communism
as students, intellectuals, publicists, organizers, and, most notably, as revolutionaries,"
said Dr. Hammen.
"I became convinced that one could not establish a true picture of Marx and Engels
without also presenting the tactics they employed before and during the Revolution of
1848-49, the only upheaval in which they had the opportunity to participate."
In"The Red '48ers," Dr. Hammen has interpreted Marx and Engels, not simply as theorists
or reformers, but "as individuals living in and reacting to the age that saw them in the
flesh."
Research for the quality of book Dr. Hammen wished to produce presented many obstacles.
A time span of 20 years was required to prepare the book for publication.
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"A thorough knowledge of the age, politically, economically and culturally, was
demanded," said Dr. Hammen in reference to the length of time that was required to create
"The Red ’48ers."
"At least 90 per cent of the superabundant literature on Marx or Marxism deals mainly
with theory.

The last 20 years, moreover, have produced a Marx quite apart from the actual

man who lived and acted during a revolutionary age," Dr. Hammen added.
"There has been a flight into the ideal, mainly by self-styled 'intellectual Marxists'
and 'Neo-Marxists,'

many of whom have sanctified 'a young Marx'.

This 'young Marx,' in

turn, is admired as a person allegedly concerned with the question of 'alienation"', said
Dr. Hammen.
"The gap between the image and the actual person became increasingly evident to me
during prolonged study of the period of history in which Marx matured," he added.
and
" 'The Red '48ers' " is the only book in English that deals mainly/extensively with
this subject," according to Dr. Hammen.
Though the book actually does not make comparisons with 20t.h century developments and
the unrest of our own immediate present, a number of reviewers and other persons have noted
certain rather marked parallels.
Concerning the work involved in preparing the manuscript for publication, Dr. Hammen
said, "My information is drawn almost exclusively from sources in German--the Marx-Engels
works and correspondence together with newspapers and other contemporary writings.
Research was done in various libraries in this country, including the University of
Wisconsin, Madison,

and the New York City Public Library.

Grants from the Social Science

Research Foundation and the American Philosophical Society enabled Dr. Hammen to conduct
the
research in Germany and at/Institute for Social Studies in Amsterdam, one of the three
major repositories for Marxist sources.
A number of distinguished scholars have praised"The Red '48ers.u
Louis L. Snyder, author, editor and professor of history at The City College of New
York, said, "SuperbI
American scholarship.

This is the kind of study that has won worldwide recognition for
A highly original treatment of a vital subject, beautifully researched,

admirably organized, and written with charm and distinction."
, more
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Among the early reviews of the book, The Publishers' Weekly remarked, "An impressive,
authoritative and gracefully written double-biography of the two great 19th century proponents
and theoreticians of socialism."
Robert Kirsch, book critic for the Los Angeles Times, aaid, "By showing Marx and
Engels in the only opportunity they had to pursue what Engels called their 'real calling,'
Hammen has not only produced an important work of scholarship, but one which illuminates
an important consideration:

That which is passed off as 'scientific' may not have been

the result of pure and objective theorizing as much as expediency and experience."
Dr. Hammen earned his doctorate in 19th Century German History at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., in 1941.

He received Bachelor of Arts degrees in history and

English from Northwestern College, Watertown, Wis.,
A native of West Bend, Wis.,
Hammen of West Bend.
Wis.

and the University of Wisconsin.

Dr. Hammen is a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Christian

He is married to the former Barbara Schloesser, formerly of Lancaster,

